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Observations of Coprolites Excavated from the Yoshii Shell Mound,
Yokosuka City

HAGINO Hanna, NAMIGATA Sakiko, SHIROISHI Tetsuya

This paper reports observations of coprolites excavated from the Yoshii Shell Mound in
Yokosuka City. Six coprolites from this site were reported by Dr. Naotada Akahoshi during the
excavation conducted in 1960, representing an early case in which coprolites were recognized
and preserved as natural artifacts. Subsequent reorganization of the excavated materials
confirmed nine additional specimens, resulting in a total of fifteen specimens. Nine of these
coprolites date to the Early Jomon period, representing the earliest coprolites identified in
Japan. The preservation state of the specimens varied, ranging from well-preserved to those
with significant surface flaking. Specimens with concentrated bone fragments and segmented
ridges were also identified. This report provides basic information for future planned analyses

of the internal structure and physicochemical properties of the coprolites.
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