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Vertebrate remains excavated from the Makuchi A cave:

Report on materials held by the Yokosuka City Museum

UNE Hiroki!, KENMOTSU Teruhisa?, SATO Takao?

Makuchi A cave is a sea cave that is located at the east tip of the Miura Peninsula, Japan.
In the past five excavations, faunal remains of the Yayoi period and Medieval times have
been unearthed from the cave. Vertebrate remains from the cave are currently distributed
and stored in four museums: National Museum of Japanese History, Kanagawa Prefectural
Museum of Cultural History, Yokosuka City Museum and Dr. Naotada Akaboshi Cultural
Heritage Museum. In this paper, we will report on vertebrate remains of the Yokosuka city
museum.

We identified the remains by comparing them with extant skeletal specimens that belong
to the Department of Archaeology and Ethnology, Keio University. As a result, we identified
4 species of marine fish (red sea bream, sea bass, wrasse, and bonito), 2 species of birds
(cormorant and diver), 9 species of terrestrial mammals (human, hare, dog, fox, racoon dog,
weasel, wild boar and deer).

Considering the ecology of the identified fish and bird taxa, the faunal remains
excavated from the cave can be considered to have come from fishing and hunting

activities that lasted almost a year.
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