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Records of circular nests of the pufferfish, Torquigener albomaculosus Matsuura, 2014,
found along the northern coast of Kakeroma-jima Island and the northern part of
Amami-oshima Island, Ryukyu Islands, Japan
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The pufferfish Torquigener albomaculosus Matsuura, 2014 was found along the
southeastern corner of Amami-oshima Island except for a specimen collected with hook and
line from the east coast of Okinawa-jima Island, Ryukyu Islands. All previously reported
circular nests of this pufferfish were found on sandy bottoms at depths of 13-28 m. We report
for the first time a circular nest built on the muddy bottom at 23 m depth around mangroves
along the northern coast of Kakeromo-jima Island. Because the nest in Kakeroma-jima Island
was collapsing, it was considered to be a remnant of a used nest. We also report the
occurrence of 7. albomaculosus and a circular nest in Kasari Bay located in the northern

part of Amami-oshima Island.
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Amami-Oshima Island

Fig. 1 Maps showing the localities where Torquigener albomaculosus was collected and/or observed.
A, Okinawa-jima Island; B, Amami-oshma and Kakeroma-jima Islands. Solid circles: records by
the present study; Open circles: previous records.
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Fig. 2. Nest of Torquigener albomaculosus found on a
muddy bottom at a depth of 23 m along the
northern coast of Kakeroma-jima Island, Ryukyu
Islands, Japan. White-arrow, outer edge of the
nest; black-arrow, the edge of central flat part.
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Fig. 3. Torquigener albomaculosus and its nest
photographed in May 2018 by Takahiro Suzuki
at a depth of 30 m in Kasari Bay, northern
Amami-oshima Island, Ryukyu Islands.
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