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Résumé

On the Construction of the Nest of a few kinds of Hornets

Shohachi Svzuki. Hiroshi Suzukl and Kazuo TaxkrucHr*

(with 2 Plates, 4 Text-figures, and 10 Tables)

There were a few kinds of hornets found among the hills around the Tamagawa
University in the suburbs of Tokyo.

In the body of this report, the authors made a comparison of the construction of

the nests of three hornets; Vespa madarinia SwmitH, Vespa crabroniformis SwmitH and

Vespula lewisi Saussurg, and also added some comments on the nests of Vespa ducalis
Smita and Vespa xanthoptera CAMERON.

Of these hornets, the nests of Vespa mandarinia SmitH and Vespula lewisi SAUSSURE
are built in the earth, but those of Vespa crabroniformis Smite are often found among
the branches of a tree and sometimes in the wall of a building.

In spite of some difference among the nests of three species, a basic pattern of the
construction for all these species is still notable.

The Basic Construction of the Nest of the Three Hornets

T Species
Item i S

Vespa mandarinia Smith|

Vespa crabroniformis
Smith

Vespula lewisi Saussure

Place the nest is built

usually in the earth
sometimes in the hole
of a big tree

usually among tree,
sometimes in the wall
of a building

in the earth

Shape of the nest football shaped long oval
A height (cm) 40 30 25
Size { R
width (cm) 60 25 15

Weight (g) 3000~ 7000 450~ 800 400 ~600
Number of the combs 7~8 4~5 9~11 R
The outer wall thin and fragile thick and fairy strong fragile
Size of the{ larger 1.61x1.50 | 1.06x0.98 0.65x0.56

cell (cm) | smaller [ 0.50x0.40

1.35x1.25

* Laboratory of Entomology & Apiculture,

Tamagawa University, Machida, Tokyo.

0.92x0.78
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