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Résumé

On the Natural Nest of the Honey Bee
(Apis mellifera L.) found in Yokosuka City

(With 4 Text-figures)

Mamoru SATO®  and Hiromichi OBATA™*

This is to report the results of observations made of a natural nest of the honey bee
(Apis mellifera L.) found under the roof board of the building of Nobi Junior High
School in Yokosuka City.

(1) The nest is made of twelve combs, each of which is hung at right angles to the
frame of the ceiling and is from 2.5-3.8cm. thick, the interval of each comb being 0.6-1.5
cm. About 34 of the ten combs are for worker bees. The lower side of each comb is
at a height 1.0-1.3cm. from the ceiling frame, which length is a little shorter than that
of combs in the modern hives.

(2) Next to these twelve combs another two combs were found. They were con-
structed later and were for drone bees.

(3) The size of each worker cell was 4.50-5.30mm. in diameter, that is, the mean
value was 4.84mm. Cells of irregular types have been found, with heights two or
threc times as high as that of the average. They are located at the upper part of
each comb plate.

(4) On March 17, 1957 when this colony was discovered, there were about 1.000
bees living there. A few sealed honey combs were found at the upper part of the
middle few combs. Little pollen remained.

(5) Under the combs several bodies of giant hornets (Vespa mandarinia Swri)
were found. Near the combs a so called longleg spider (Heteropoda venatoria Aros)
was caught by the authors. Only one larva of the greater wax moth (Galleria
mellonella L.) was found in the combs.

* Nobi Junior High School, Yokosuka
*#Laboratory of Entomology and Apiculture, Tamagawa University, Tokyo
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