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Observation of the Eastern Dotterel, Eupoda asiatica verdus,
on the Miura Peninsula, after a 42 years’ absence.
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Résumé

An Eastern Dotterel, Eupoda asiatica verdus, was sighted on the plateau of Miyada
(alt. 20~30 meters) in Miura City, on the southern part of Miura Peninsula, Kanagawa
Prefecture. It was observed from April 8 to April 14, 1962.

Up to this time, the bird was recorded only twice in Japan: Hartert reported in
“Vogel ” in 1920 that the bird occurred in Japan; and a specimen collected by Awston in-
Yokohama, date unknown, is in the American Museum of Natural History. There are
no specimens from Japan in any Japanese laboratory or museum. Accordingly, this is
the first appearance of the bird since Hartert’s record of 1920. According to a letter of
Mr. Keisuke Kobayashi, Mr. Motoo Matsune of the Nippon Yacho no Kai reported
seeing, in autumn, 1961, in Osaka Bay, a bird whose plumage resembled the winter
plumage of this species, but the bird could not be positively identified. The Eastern
Dotterel is known to breed in Mongolia, Tibet, and the northeastern part of China. In
winter the bird migrates to the Philippines, Malaya, Indonesia and Australia. On the
Chinese mainland it is found in Szechwan, Hopei, Changsu and Kwangtung (Canton). In
the vicinity of Japan the bird is rarely seen except as a straggler or during travel enroute
to Korea or the Quelpart or Sakishima Islands.

The individual observed at Miyada had almost complete summer plumage, and was
on a patch of bare, sterile ground about 3 ha. wide. It did not at any time enter the
fields of ripe wheat and onions. A newly sprouted potato field was reluctantly used as
a hiding place only when pursued.

The bird was sprightly in its movements like a plover, walking from ridge to ridge
on the ground picking up small reddish insects. Observers were too far away to identify
the type of insect. At first the bird showed no fear and allowed people to approach as
close as 10 meters. Later it became so shy that it would fly away even if approached
at a distance of 30 meters. When on the alert it would stand stock still, stretching its
legs and neck to their full extent and gazing cautiously all around. At these times
tremors like hiccups would shake its body, as many as eight times in a period of 20
seconds. It would rest sitting on the ground or standing on one leg. While sleeping the
head was concealed among the feathers of the back.

The bird’s flying action was strong and speedy. When it flew up after being pursued,
it would flutter in an irregular zig-zag pattern. With its long narrow wings, it looked
at first glance like a swift flight.
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Its voice sounded like “ pee-cheechee, pee-cheechee ” or “ pee-geegee, pee-geegee”
when standing still, a strong “ pee, pee” or “ peeroo” when on the alert, and a conti-
nuous “ pee-pee-pee-pee ” while flying. Until April 13, even if pursued, the bird would
fly about a while and always come down to one of three favorite spots on the bare
ground. (see , Text-fig. 1) On April 14 at 6: 14 PM it went to sleep with its head
buried in its ferthers, but was atartled and alerted by a person passing along a nearby
path. At 6:37 PM the bird flew up toward the northwest and disappeared. It never
returned to the ground.

During the period in which this rare bird stayed at Miyada, many bird-watchers came
to observe it. Its actions were filmed on 16 mm movie film and broadcast over NHK
TV. 8mm movies and moaochrome and color photographs were also taken. These are
being kept at the Yokosuka City Museum.
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