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Description of a New Species of the Genus Pteroptyx
E. Ourvier, 1902 from Cebu Island, the Philippines
(Coleoptera: Lampyridae)

Masataka SATO
(With 2 text-figures)

T4 VY, TEBERZLVO L HEOTH

% 3 IE #*

%ﬁm%x@iwlwsﬁloﬁm7fUayotf%?,@%%ﬁurmtoéﬁ%-ﬁ%
éht*ywﬂolﬁ§,@ﬁi@iﬁﬁ?ﬁ%%i&&ﬁt,W%?é:kﬁ?éto%o%
B, Pleroptyr Bizidth, == —¥=T7iHH+ % P. antennata (E. OLIVIER, 1885) iz
ﬁM@%ﬁ?&ét@%ﬁk%Lto::u.%%&ﬁi%ﬁféﬁ,%oﬁﬁ%%ff%ﬁo
FIREELO L EBHZETH /27 L AL T - 7 IAKAREE Uil

Introduction

Through the courtesy of Dr. Yata HANEDA and Mr. Nobuyoshi OHBA of
Yokosuka City Museum, I had the good fortune to examine an interesting
firefly captured in Cebu Island, the Philippines.

My careful study has revealed that this firefly is a new species belonging
to the genus Pteroptyx E. OLIVIER, 1902. The species is described in the
following paragraph.

I am grateful to the two biologists mentioned above for their kind aid
in getting the material.

The abbreviations of the depositories of type-series are as follows: YCOM=
Yokosuka City Museum; HLI=HANEDA Luminous-Collection (Insects) ; SNWU=
M. SATO’s Biological Laboratory, Nagoya Women’s University.

Description

Pteroptyx amilae M. SATO, sp. nov.
(Figures 1, 2)

Type-series. Holotype: ¢ (YCM, HLI-47-1), allotype: ¢ (YCM, HLI-47-2),
paratypes: 18 29 Q@ (YCM, HLI-47-3,4,5), 28 4 229 (SNWU), Argao, 62 km
"‘_é%ﬁ%kgi%#ﬁ%i Bﬁgi;aTLaboratary, Négoya Woﬁéﬁ;s_ Uﬁ@rsﬂ;yj Na-

goya 467, Japan
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Fig. 1. Pteroptyx amilae M. SATO, sp. nov.
1, 2: Holotype (&) in dorsal and ventral views,
3, 4: Allotype (%) in dorsal and ventral views. (<7.8)

south of Cebu City, Cebu Island, Philippines, Oct. 10, 1968, Y. HANEDA leg.

Male. Colour almost brown; pronotum, scutellum and most area of head
yellowish orange; 6th and 7th abdominal sternites creamy. Body rather closely
clothed with aurocinereous pubescence throughout.

Head including eyes a little narrower than pronotum; posterior half con-
cealed under pronotum; vertex distinctly excavated and provided with a median
furrow; surface minutely and somewhat closely punctate, the punctures separated
from one another about 1 to 1.5 times their diameter. Eyes large, the distance
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Figs. 2. Pteroptyx amilae M. SATO, sp. nov.
1: pronotum, 2: 5th to 7th abdominal sternites of male, 3: 5th
to Tth abdominal sternites of female, 4: deflexed apex of ely-
tron, 5: male genitalia, 6: apex of lateral lobe of male geni-
talia, dorsal aspect. (The scale is in mm.)

between them about 1.5 times as broad as the breadth of each eye at just
behind the antennal insertion. Antennae reach to basal third of elytra, the
distance between them about 1.8 times the diameter of an insertion ; relative
length of respective joints as 8:2:835:3:3:8:85:8.5:85:3:3.5.
Pronotum transversely quadrate, about 1.4 times as broad as long; front
angles obtuse, hind angles rather rectangular; anterior margin extended at the
middle, lateral margins slightly expanded anteriorly, posterior margin more
or less trisinuate; disc moderately convex, though somewhat depressed at antero-
lateral areas, transversely and distinetly impressed just before the posterior
margin, both sides of the latter strongly and circularly impressed, provided with
a medio longitudinal furrow and closely and distinctly punctate, the punctures
beeing well defined and separated from one another about a half their diameter.
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Scutellum large, elongate triangular with rounded apex, closely and minutely
punctate.

Elytra about 1.2 times as broad as pronotum, about 2.9 times as long as
broad, subparallel-sided; each elytron bearing two obsolate costae, of which the
inner one vanishing at the middle, deflexed ventrally at the apex which is a
triangular and clearly broader than epipleuron; disc closely, distinctly and rather
rugosely punctate, the punctures separated from one another about a half their
diameter.

Seventh abdominal sternite trilobate, the apex of each projection rounded,
the median one broad and pronounced. Legs slender, and lacking the meta-
thoracic femoral comb. Male genitalia slender; median lobe prolonged terminally
with tongue-shaped apex, ejaculatory orifice situated a little behind the middle;
lateral lobe shorter than median lobe, the apex obliquely truncate, hollowed and
bearin\g a seta at outer side.

Length: 7.2-7.3 mm (from anterior margin of pronotum to elytral apex);
breadth: 2.2-2.3 mm.

Female. Fifth abdominal sternite creamy. Distance between eyes about 1.1
times as broad as the breadth of each eye at just behind the antennal insertion.
Pronotum about 1.5 times as broad as long. Elytra about 2.7 times as long as
broad and not deflexed at the apices. Apex of 7th abdominal sternite rather
truncate.

Length: 7.5-7.8 mm (from anterior margin of pronotum to elytral apex);
breadth: 2.4-2.8 mm.

Distribution: Philippines (Cebu Is.).

Comparision. BALLANTYNE and MCLEAN (1974) did a fine work in revising
the genus Pteroptyx E. OLIVIER, 1902, but their work did not include the species
mentioned here which is considered a new species for the following reasons.
The present species is somewhat allied to Pteroptyx antennata (E. OLIVIER,
1885), but is evidently different from the latter in the colouration, the elytral
apex, the abdominal sternites and in the male genitalia. According to Dr.
HANEDA, he observed the synchronous flashing by countless males and females
of the species gathered on a sole tree. He also informed me that the colour of
light is blue in the male and yellowish in the female.

The species is named in honour of Mrs. Cleopatra AMIL, Chief of Cebu
Fishery District Office, Philippines, who was a good co-operator with Dr. HANEDA
at the time of this Luminous Expedition to the Philippines in 1968.

References

BALLANTYNE, L. A. and McLEAN, M. R. 1974. Revisional studies on the firefly genus
Pteroptyx OLIVIER (Coleoptera: Lampyridae: Luciolinae: Luciolini). Trans.



New Species of Pteroptyx from the Philippines 53

Amer. Ent. Soc., 96: 223-305.
OLIVIER, E. 1885. Catalogue des Lampyrides faisant partie des collections du Musée
Civinque de Génes. Ann. Mus. Civ. Stor. nat. Genove, [2a], 22: 333-374, 1pl

1902. Catalogue des espéces de ((Luciola)) et genres voisins décrits jusqu’a ce
jour. Rew. Sci. Bourbon., 15: 69-88.




	N23-1
	N23-2
	N23-3
	N23-4
	N23-5

