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Brooding activity of Temminck’s Cormorant Pharacrocorax capillatus

Toshi. SHIBATA*
(With 1 Text-figure and 1 Plate)

Temminck’s Cormorant (Pharacrocorax capillatus), which is found throughout northeastern
Asia, breeds mainly in the northeastern part of Japan.

The author observed the feeding activities of this species at Omoe, Miyako City, Iwate Pre-
fectute on June 27, 1969. The observations are as follows:

The new born chicks are fed by the parent birds inserting food into their mouths (T. Gilliard
1958). Later the nestlings feed by plunging their bills into the parent’s gullets.

The parents open their mouths when the nestlings touch their bills while shaking their heads.

The nestlings’ desire for food began when someone or something moved near the nestlings.

The parents do not always feed their young immediately after returning to the nest after col-
lecting food for the nestlings.

For example some parents fed their young seven times during one hour and nine minutes,
while others fed their young nine times during three hours and four minutes without leaving the
nest.

The feeding activities were observed to take place about five times a day. The birds were very
active in the morning and evening, but were inactive during the rest of the day.

The parent birds brooded their chick in shifts of 2.5-3 hours.

Sometimes the parents spit out a quantity of water from their mouths. H. Yamamoto (1967)
understood that this action was to keep the nestlings cool. But the author has different opinion,
since the water seldom splashed on the nestlings.

The parents attacked other young birds which often approached their nest, but they did not
attack other parents that were brooding.
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Fig. 1. BEROXRELZE
Weather and temperature on June 27, 1969 at the observation point.
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Fig.2. fikL v 2c@AYROMH, v ivDae =—xHECH D, XIHELHERYTT,
The southern face of Shiratsune cliff. X shows the observer’s place. The colony is on the top of
the cliff.

Fig.3. o 1wzl ABizthFEn AH, B, Y xEErmR4,
The cormorants and the nests. Y shows the young bird. The brooding parents disliked their
approach.
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