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Miscellaneous Notes on the Naturalized Flora of Japan (2)
On Some Alien Ferns escaped from Cultivation in the Vicinity of Tokyo
Yasuhiro Asar*

(With 3 Text-figures)

Adiantum capillus-veneris Linnaeus is widely distributed in the tropics and subtropics of both
hemisphergs, but this lovely maiden-hair fern rarely grows wild in the southern parts of Japan.
Selaginella uncinata (Desv.) Spring is a native of southern China.

Both ferns were introduced to Japan for ornamental purposes in greenhouses approximately 100
years ago, and perhaps more. At the present time, the former species is established on shady or
sunny damp rocky cliffs of Tokyo and the vicinity. The latter species has become a semi-naturalized
plant in shady sites under the evergreen forests of Tokyo Pref. .
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16 Yasuhiro Asar

Fig. 1. Adiantum capillus-veneris L. established in Fig. 2. Selaginella uncinata (Desv.) Spring escaped
the sunny stone walls of Nagata-cho near the Diet from cultivation, growing wild along the roadside,
Building, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo (May 10, 1970). Setagaya-ku, Tokyo.
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