SCIENCE REPORT OF THE YOKOSUKA CITY MUSEUM, NO. 18
September, 1971

On a New Cowry from South China Sea
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(With 1 Text-figure)
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Recently the writer could gain an interesting cowry allied to Cypraeovula (Luponia) fuscorubra
SHAW or C. (L.) angustata GMELIN through the coutesy of Mr. K. NAKAYAsU in Kanagawa Prefecture.
It was found in the South China Sea (probably east of Saigon) and was procured by a fisherman of
Tungchiang, southwestern Taiwan. Here the writer expresses his cordial thanks to Mr. NAKAYASU
who made a trip to Taiwan in the summer of 1970 and provided the writer with the opportunity to
study this interesting specimen. It is well known that the group of Luponia, represented by edentula,
fuscorubra, algoensis, fuscodentata and coronata, is restricted to the South African Sea, so the occur-
rence of their allies in the South China Sea is very noteworthy from the viewpoint of molluscan dis-

tribution.

Genus Cypraeovula GrRAY, 1824
Zool. jour., 1 (1), 75.
Type species: Cypraea capensis GRAY, 1828

Subgenus Nakayasuia, nov.
Type species: Cypraeovula (Nakayasuia) gloriosa, sp. nov.
Diagnosis: Shell rotund, elevated, pyriform, umbilicated and medium sized. Rim distinctly
developed and carries many tubercles along its dorsal margin. Basal ridges are developed in the
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type species. Luponia GRAY is nearest to this subgenus but is distinct by lack of tubercles on rim
and poor condition of lateral rim. Species fuscorubra SHAW may be situated between Luponia and
Nakayasuia.

Cypraeovula (Nakayasuia) gloriosa, sp. nov.
(Text-figs. 1)

Holotype: An adult shell in the writer’s collection stored at the Geological Institute, Yokohama

National University.

Occurrence: South China Sea.
Description:

Shell medium sized for cowry, rather thick, rotund, elevated and pyriform with distinct lateral
pitting of anterior and posterior extremities. Spire perfectly concealed and eminently umbilicated.
Both lateral rims distinctly developed, swollen and their dorsal margin sharply marked with linear
depression. Right lateral rim better developed than left one but the latter carries 8-9 tubercles along
its dorsal margin. Anterior portion of right lateral rim carries 3 tubercles along its dorsal margin.
Dorsum humped, with light flesh or milky tint, has many uneven blotches of thick brown colouration.
Dorsal line obsolete. Both lateral rims and base ochreous yellow, in contrast with the light coloura-
tion of dorsum. Anterior and posterior extremities have clear margin of rims and projected forward
and backward repsectively. Posterior right extremity more eminently projected than left one. Base
not flat but moderately convex. Middle portion of inner lip a little vaulted. Aperture not narrow
and moderately curved especially at posterior portion. Teeth thick brown, very distinct and long,
grading into ridges of basal surface. Labial teeth stronger than columellar ones. Columellar teeth
16 in number, running regularly and those of interior side white coloured. Spiral ridges of anterior
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Toxt-fig. 1. Cypraeovula (Nakayasuia) gloriosa, sp. nov.
1. Dorsal side. 2. Ventral side. 3. Left side. 4. Right side. 5. Anterior side.
6. Posterior side.  All figures x 1.6 nat. size.
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3 and posterior 3 relatively strong and those of middle portion obsolete. Labial teeth 17 in number
and spiral ridges of outer lip 22 in number. Anterior and posterior terminal ridges run oblique to
aperture, but the others run almost vertical to it. Fossula obsolete and inner denticle absent. Some
brown blotches seen on posterior inner surface of inner lip. Length: 30.7 mm, diameter: 19.6 mm,
height: 15.8 mm.

Remarks: This species is tolerably related to angustata GMELIN in construction of teeth and basal
ridges, umbilicated spire, anterior and posterior outlets, colouration of rim and base, but is clearly
distinguished by shorter shell, well developed lateral rim, tubercles of it and by brown blotches of
dorsum. Luponia edentula GRAY is distinct by lack of teeth. L. algoensis GRAY is separated by finer
and white coloured teeth. L. fuscorubra SHAW may be allied in development of rim, uneven blotches
of dorsum and short shell, but is distinguished by ribbed fossula, lack of basal ridges and tubereles
of rim. Cypraeovula capensis GRAY is clearly distinct by fine and numerous spiral striations. Be
that as it may, all South African species are separated from this species. It is very interesting that
this unique species related to Luponia is distributed in the South China Sea, separate from the loca-
tion of its allied group in the South African Sea.

Additional Notes

Hiraseadusta, gen. nov.

Type species: Cypraea hirasei ROBERTS, 1913.

Diagnosis: Shell rotund, elevated, pyriform and medium sized. Inner denticles eminently
vaulted carrying several teeth which are discontinous with the columellar teeth, obsolete in juvenile
stage but becoming rather stronger in fully adult stage. Adusta JOUSSEAUME, 1884, Erronea TROSCHEL,
1863 and Gratiadusta IREDALE, 1930 are distinct by more eminent and continuous teeth of inner den-
ticles. The first two are also separated by more obsolete anterior extremity. Schilderia TOMLIN,
1930 based on achatidea SOWERBY, 1839 is also distinct by sharp crested inner denticles. This genus
also comprises langfordi KURODA.

Kurodadusta gen. nov.
Type species: Erronea (Zoila?) teramachii KURODA, 1938
Diagnosis: Related to Schilderia but distinguished by eminent rostration of anterior and
posterior extremities; their margin sharply edged and dorsal side distinctly depressed. Both extremi-
ties wide and flared dorsalward. Zoila is distinct by flat ventral surface, deeper and narrower anterior-
posterior canals and by anterior rostration with not so much depressed dorsal surface, etc.
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