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A New Violet from the Ryukyus

Sumihiko HATUSIMA*
(With 2 figures)
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Viola amamiana Hatusima, sp. nov.

Planta glabra. Rhizoma elongatum repens dense ramosum. Caulis columna rhizomatis 2-8
mm. longa et 1 mm. crassa erecta vel ascendens. Folia radicalia plerumque 5, rosulata.
Stipulae subulatae 1-1.5 mm. longae plerumque pauce (1-2) serratae vel rarius subintegrae.
Lamina ovata vel ovato-elliptica 5-7 mm. longa et 4-5 mm. lata apice obtusa, basi cuneato-
truncata rarius late cuneata pauce (1-2) crenata. Petioli plerumque 1cm. longi subtereti.
Pedunculi sub anthesin ca. 3cm. longi, pauce pilosi, usque ad medium bibracteati.
Bracteae oppositae subulatae ca. 3 mm. longae. Corolla lactea basin versus viridescentia
ca. 8 mm. lata. Petala inaequalia, superiora 2 anguste obovata apice rotundata ca. 3.5 mm.
longa et 2.2 mm. lata, lateralia oblique oblongo-obovata ca. 4 mm. longa et 2.5 mm. lata
media longitudinaliter pauce (plerumque 3) purpurei-striata. Sepala lanceolata ca. 3.5
mm. longa et 0.8 mm. lata apice obtusa. Carcar ca. 1.5mm. longum et 1.5mm. latum
virides. Stigma clavatum apice dilatatum complanato-subellipticum. Fructus ellipticus
obtuse trigonus ca. 2 mm. longus. Semina obovata apice obtusa ca. 0.7 mm. longa.

Type: On the mossy and rocky bank of the upper stream of the Sumiyo River, Isl.
Amami-oshima, Ryukyus, S. Sako, 1964 (preserved in the Herb. Facult. Agric. Kagoshima
Univ.)

The above description was based on the specimens transplanted from the above
locality to Kagoshima city and flowered on May 26, 1965. According to the H. Melchior’s
sectional distinction this seems belong to § Nominium-Stolonosae.

The present species seems most closely related to V. iwagaewai Mak. from the Ryukyus
in its flower and leaves, but easily distinguishable from it by its smaller flowers and its
different form and colour of glabrous leaves though the form of stigma is very similar.

& )
TRIRIL (HH) 19683 FHEDM, E, FHESVEEREOEHO LK TECED
SfoA I VO—HERERE L TR,
SEOMTERAET L, B THEI EEY I v =A I VIZSEL I L2 A0 5,
LN LIEDORE LY 2 v~ A3 VOEFMTIEED FHIIREXET 5 Z L TR > T b, ¥
1D, B, FEEROKXRIZL 5, Thbbv 7 =2 VOEREFROTERCHE,NS

* Facult. Agric. Kagoshima Univ., Kyushu 8 g Ao s i



14 Sumihiko HATUSIMA

Fig. 1. Flowers of Viola amamiana Hats. seen from front and side. x2

Fig. 2. Viola amamiana Hats. bearing a fruit. x3
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