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A few observations on Least Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus
cornutus cornutus TEMMINCK in breeding season at
Sanzaigaike-cave, Kamakura, Kanagawa Prefecture

Toshi. SHIBATA and Mutsumi DATE

(with 1 text-figure and 1 table)
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Resume

Sanzaigaike Cave in the northern part of Kamakura, Kanagawa prefecture, with
collapsed during the Kantd earthquake in 1923 is the remain of a quarry.

Many bats, especially Rhinolophus ferrum-equinum nipporn TEMMINCK Greater Horseshoe
Bat, Miniopterus schreibersi fuliginosus HODGSON Bent-winged Bat, Myotis macrodactylus
TEMMINCK Cappaccini’s Bat and Rhinolophus cornutus cornutus TEMMINCK Least Horseshoe
Bat roost in the cave.

From middle of April to early November Rhinolophus cornutus cornutus inhabits in
the cave. The population is at its maximum in early June. From May to July only
one colony of pregnant females inhabits the cave. The young are born and nursed in
the cave. Only one baby is born per female; rarely twinse are seen.

In this cave, the young remain with the mother for from 10 to 24 days.
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The young which formed a colony all grew at the samerate, which the young
scattered by accident showed much individual difference in growth rate.

It seems that the mothers identify their young in the colony and nurse them.

Elaphe climacophora (BOIE), the Japanese green rat snake, was pointed out as a
possible predator on Rhinolophus cornutus cornutus at Sanzaigaike Cave in the breeding
season.

These observations made from 1959 to 1960 during the breeding season. After that
suburban construction forced the bats to leave the cave, and observations have been
impossible since then.
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