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Variation of leaflet shapes in Seseli libanotis (L.)
KocH subsp. jeponica (Boiss.) HARA

Yuji OMORI*

It is known that Seseli libanotis (L.) KoCH subsp. japonica (BoIss.) HARA
shows an extremely wide range of variations in the shape and size of leaves,
leaflets and their lobes. In Japan this species ranges from Okayam Pref. of
Honshu to Hokkaido through Kinki, Chubu, Kanto and Tohoku Districts, and
particularly in the Japan Sea region it is often distinguished as a coastal form,
form. ugoensis (Koinz.) HAHA, mainly by the broader leaflets. The leaflet
shapes of this subspecies were examined in the article based on the specimens
collected at 72 sites mainly in the central and nothern parts of Honshu. The
shapes of the specimens show different tendencies among the alpine, montane
and seaside regions, though the shape shows continuous variation throughout.
The lobes of the leaflet are lanceolate in the montane region. Those in the
alpine region are narrower than them, and those in the seaside region are
broader than them.

It is noticeable that the shape of the leaflet is somewhat different even in
the seaside region between the Japan Sea side and the Pacific Ocean one. That
is, the former’s leaflets are large and ovate whereas the latter’s are small and
broadly ovate. Further obseavations are much required in order to reveal the
tendencies in variations and to make the infra-specific classification of this
species.
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