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Mineral composition of some tuff beds in the Neogene
Miura Group, Miura Peninsula, south-central Japan

Yuki SASAHARA® and Yasumitsu KANIE®**

Tuff bed are frequently interbedded with the marine Miura Group, and each
tuff ‘bed as a key-marker is widely tracable in the Miura-Boso regions. We
present the mineral composition of the So, Ok and Hk tuff beds which are
known as representative key beds of the Miura Group in the Miura Peninsula.
Quartz, plagioclase, magnetite, volcanic glass, voleanic rock fragments, etc., in
the mineral and rock compositions of each tuff layer are commonly found in
almost all the samples. Accordingly, we examined the presence and abundance
ratios of hornblende and two pyroxenes (common augite and hypersthene).
As a result, a large difference of heavy mineral composition was noticed be-
tween Ok and Hk tuff layers which are similar in external appearance. Namely,
Ok layer includes two pyroxenes without hornblende, and Hk layer contains
hypersthene and a large amount of hornblende. Therefore, the two layers are
easily distinguished from each other in the field as well as in the laboratory.
On the basis of the above-mentioned data, it will be interesting to infer the
nature of the volcanoes which supplied these tuff beds.
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