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First record of Pseudoplesiops knighti (Pisces: Pseudoplesiopidae)

from Amami Islands, southern Japan

HAYASHI M.*
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During the research from 1991 to 1993, unrecorded species of Pseudoplesiops knighti is collected
from the Amami Islands, southern Japan. Recently the genus Pseudoplesiops was known only one
specimen of P. rosae from Yaeyama Islands, southern Japan. In the present paper, P. knighti is
recorded as new to Japan. This species has been reported from the Great Barrier Reef in Australia,
Meranesia and Indonesia. P. knighti was found around shelves and holes of living massive corals, at
the depth of 7-30m. This species distinguished from P. rosae in Japan, by having widely eye diameter
(10.6-12.1%; a ratio of eye diameter to standard length), shorter pelvic fins, dorsal, anal and caudal
fins with yellowish color. The sexual dimorphism of P. knighti was not seen in body and fins

coloration, shapes on seven specimens.
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