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Shell morphology of living Calyptogena soyoae and Akebiconcha kawamurai and
Neogene C. nipponica from south-central Japan

Yasumitsu KANIE®

Giant white clams, Calyptogena (s. 1.), have been reported from marine deposits of the Ikego
Formation (3.7-3.4 Ma), Naarai Formation (before 2.0 Ma), Kurotaki Formation (2.0 Ma), Nojima
Formation (1.9-1.6 Ma), and from modern deep waters in southern Kanto. Livi ing species, C. soyoae
and Akebiconcha kawamurai, have been collected in Sagami Bay and in the waters off the Boso
Peninsula, respectively. The shell morphology of the fossil species in the Nojima Formation
resembles that of A. kawamurai, in large shell height, but it is among the variations of C. soyoae. On the
other hand, the shell morphology of the fossil species in the Ikego Formation is characterized by
small shell height and small shell inflation. Based on the shell morphology, the fossil species of this
report fall in C. nipponica described from the Pliocene deposits in the Niigata Prefecture.
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