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Identification of the So-called “Hahaka”

Shigeru OHTANT*

(With 2 text-figures and 2 plates)
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Summary

Until the Nara Era, when “turtle divination” was introduced, divination even at court in
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Fig. 3. Prunus Buergeriana MIQUEL. Nikko Botanical Garden, Nikko,
Tochigi Pref. A =+ 25 (MiRETDGEHADIE, ) LEE, May 24, 1957),

Fig. 4. Betula grossa. Oze, Gunma Pref. X<, a7z v i %3y (£
ULIEH, SRR, Jul. 27, 1955),
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Japan was performed by burning the shoulder bones or the ribs of a deer and divining the future
of the country or the success or failure of the harvest by observing the ashed. When this was
done a plant called “hahaka” was used for the burning. There are various theories about the
identification of thif plant. The following three trees have been suggested: Prunus Grayana
Maxmu., Prunus spinulosa SIEB. et ZucC., Betula grosse SIEB. et ZucC. It is the author’s
opinion that these trees were not precisely separated by the ancients, and that all three were
called “hahaka”. The flowers and leaves of the 3 are all quite different, but the bark is typical
cherry, and the wood is fine-grained and hard. Certainly there would have been no noticeable
difference in its use for burning. However, the author thinks that Prunus spinulosa is the
most likely candidate.
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