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“Common Rights’ as a Solution to the Confict of Interests

Arising from the New Rice Paddies At Uchikawa-shinden
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Résumé

The author investigated the conflict of interests attendant upon the construction and
subsequent success of a new series of rice paddies.

In 1400 Shinzaemon Sunamura constructed a new series of rice paddies at Uchikawa-
shinden. Fifty-two years later, in 1452, a conflict arose between the people of this place
and the neighboring village of Yahata over the right to harvest reeds there. Till that
time Yawata had been able to freely harvest reeds in the bay, but now this area had
passed into the possession of Uchikawa-shinden. A similar incident occurred again in
1500. The author studies the so-called ““Common Rights’’ which arose as a resolution of
this conflict and became a juridical situation peculiar to this section of the country.
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