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Breeding of the firefly, Rhagophthalmus ohbai

(Coleoptera: Rhagophthalmidae)

OHBA Nobuyoshi*

This paper describes, how Rhagophthalmus ohbai WITTMER,1994 can be bred from egg to
adult in the laboratory. Based on observations in the laboratory, larvae of this species eat

millipeds and emergence occurs whithin a year in somewhat drier rather than wetter enviroments.

Large plastic containers are better than small ones for breeding of this species, because of the

reduced difficulties in maintaining a stable enviroment inside the breeding containers. First

instar larvae dislike wet environments or drops of water in the container. Almost all larvae died

when they were flooded with water. The larvae remain always in the soil, but in order to find

food the larva often crawl on the surface of the soil at night, where they may encounter millipeds.

Prey of the larvae consists of mainly of millipeds, including unknown species. When a larva

moults, it ceases to be active in the soil. Those larvae of this species also stop all activity in the

soil when the habitat becomes too dry. The larvae make simple soil chambers and coil up in

them. This behavior indicates that the original habitat of this species is not particularly wet.
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