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Competitive behavior of mating males in the firefly,
Pyrocoelia abdominalis (Coleoptera: Lampyridae)

OHBA Nobuyoshi*

Competitive behavior among mating males in the firefly, Pyrocoelia abdominalis'was studied
in the laboratory. It was found that once copulated, a male never lost a female in competitive
encounters with other males willing to mate. Two typical types of competitive behavior can be
recognized. First type: The challenging male slowly backs up on a female and then presses the
coupled male with the apex of the elytra and the legs, trying to shove its elytra under the body
of the copulating male. Not once was observed that in such competitive behavioural displays,
the copulating male lost the female. Second type: The challenger mounts a female and presses
its pronotum against the head of the coupled male. The challenging male attempts to insert its
flat pronotum under the body of the copulating male and then presses to dislodge the male.
However, even in this manoeuvre, the coupled males never lost the female and continued to
copulate. Competitive behavior among males before pairing and mating may be effective in
mate choice and selection. The orientation behavior of males is released by sex-attractants, including

a female extract in n-hexan solution.

FCBHIC

+ ¥ << FFK¥ IV Pyrocoelia abdominalis
NAKANE DM AR 10 oo B2, Al IR IRIE VS,
BRI/ S v, BIIE I8 2 iRFE THEILE
f, AR ARG, BRI RATHL I EhoN
FTAFNKEIVEFRIN TN, —F, M EE20
mPIHETRE L, E-TRELIGRILL, BIIKE
{, BRLZBETHZ (K, 1981). ZOHF ik
MAEBOBERE -AEBICHHL, KHit4~5H
WRETDHHITHE L) DEFRLTERTS
A, BTG R LY DFFE D AEDRBETE
DV TIEWL Or0HkENPH Y (OHBA, 1983 ; K
%, 1986b ; 1989; K¥% - 147, 1990), MEATEIRFICIE

TzOEVPRELBESLACCRYATFACHHEER
TWVd, CRETOERENS, MEIBEEKOH L5
L, ZD#R, Th o OHER THEL D < 2 HFHE]
BINTWS (K, 1986a), LA L, REEZED T,
R NVEHOMERE O L EROBEFII OV TOHEIIII
EAE R RBITEIOBECEBEER W, IZT
LUBFDHL,ITRYF I PRI VOHERD
HEDCHBEFIIODVTOENERLEE Z2T0H &
E B, B L o TR ZMES S B RRIEHE CFH5 |
WHEOMBERAL T, 7 20Ty BEKEOE
MATEIRFIZ EORRERMS LT\ 2 D0 % EBREIICHERR
L7 DB WEDADIzNE L2, Erk—
WEBRITIEFERHP VA Yy VanF o rERy b

* fEETHHRIEYEE  Yokosuka City Museum, Yokosuka 238-0016

JERE A

19974 9HA 1 H HWABRMHEWEERE $£5075.

F—7—FIRZIE, TRRIIVE, Y+ 7T RKRS I, BBITH, 5% key words: Lampyridae, Pyrocoelia

abdominalis, competition , mating behavior



40

A

FEIR HF v FEZVOHEHES



F T3 MRS VORUBITEIREIZ 51 2 HERT oS

41



42

K 5

ERETTRFy s BBRNICHBRE ANT, &4
BEREORS BB L 25, HEL ST % 22
DIZDT, INSEWMET S,

Z DOIFFED—EBIZ TR 8 FEE AR E BB
EOEBIIFEC GEEES 09640832) B L UEIE
wrze GREES 09041100) 2L »Twnb,

R - BEAE

FR U7 FRY VORI E % 19854 12 B (i
MEAEB)IFECTREL, ThOE2ERAMAT LT,
19864E3 H 5 B 3 A 27 B2 L L 7z 10 fE kot
B & R A EER - BRI RE L, EBRERIE
W15C~20CHERNTITY, HHLPLDHTTAFY
%y TOMGE LCRTROM 1 K2 ~ 38
EOHELZ ) 10cn DIEBEICE S, —BNL2EELI LS
MEOBIWEDPE T W EEREIC R o L BEbNEES
T, TIAFAv 2 DFx v 7OEGENL, ZD1%
DITEV R €74 B A T CHREZ L, FE SN/ % 17
L7z

OEMERE LT, MGz F oy M i
2T TAF v 75 (20X 15X5 cm) & ¥V ER—
NDBHWIz R = VKBNS 258 (4X2X 1 em) 12
FRENAN, EAHERE (17 cn) IS4 BERSODHE
EWoT, ENODEDITHEBREL . SHITHO
EBRTI, BHLAEATS AF v 7 BRI
ZWIT, TOREOED (5 cn i) 1 4K
DHEEZRL, FNoDOTBEHE L,

JIOEVORMBEENADEMRBR: T -
IFNVIL—F NV n —"FH 2 OZFEIEHE CHEAEAE
PO U7z, MRS, 5 nl OF T AICEE
#1nl ANT, l BEOMRREEEH 1 5E L,
ZOMBEEZIERICOTERB TR IETHS, #
DWHF (9X15 mn) ZEFEH10 cnDH 5 AH
Ty —LPICEWT, EERRL CEMTREEL
7z,

s R

A1 BEEOIC T BEDHSERLAZLEDTE
MEREPS#HE cnBTTHEERL-EZS, BL
WHEOEMATEIFR O h:, #idmAZ VERE L,
HEWCEEE, ~ U v ME, RRITENCE o 7275, M8
EED, TCIRRREZITARE D 572, ZORFIC
MM OEI RSO EMNITE 240 KT &,

5 &

HEOB ZITRBILEBICR Y, 208, RBREZITA

(B
B.1EE&OMIC 2 BUEDOHESIIIFBFICER/LE
IBEOMERS

2 EERDOHEIZRITEY SRR S 72 ds, M3 D 5
AT LZPOLIEBER YRR ZITANRZ o
720 COMIZ 2 EADHEEIECICHEYHERT A XD
W, B - B M Ao THER BT B BES
AT 0720 ZOFTEIBFIC BV T b BT MEDTEERSE
~DOEMEBRYET &, MOBEIRBIZRY, 20
k. RE:®ZFIFT AN,

C. REPDHICREEDHEN TR LI5S DM

R :

XTI RS VOME D CHHEDITENIIE 1 ~
2EINIR L7z, MEWCRANCERE LRRITEIVHE S
TeHEERA (LRA LT 5) P EORRST ANLIRRE
WED F CHBESR~NOEM LR ELRIITR L
(BIR— 1), #25%ICHE L ZRFPOA I D HERE
#%B (LB &) 2R LBEOTIEV ESh
(B1E-2), HEfCEM L% (F1”-3), B
BHEOEZZTSIHL (F1M—4), AW TAD
L (F1H-5), T O Rl LD
BErbAxXELEL (B1H-6), AUKRL:E
FBAEML TV AHOTIELILZRAEIN
—7), BETICERLIZLICHIILE: (B1K—8),
ATHEEBLHERT 27:0, KB L2 FHOTDFH
FHIBEWEDD, BRRVBATHAICEA (B1Y
—9), BABREEBOBEOTIZHLAA (F1RK—
10) Ehod#EL L (B1M-11), BiIMoRHIC
B HAAk GEIR-12), Abmugbeicn) (8
1X—13), AiIELTAL Bodor (B1R—14),
BRADCHOTICAMMERE M LAA (F1K-
15), REWLAZHLTIFAZ (B1R—16), 29 L7
BOTEIHH o 7212 b b b, ARKRB L E S
BEHEOFIEVCENYGBEREL, Bidlo#E 2
KM U720 2B, MEORRITHIMESNDL T TIE
THRMIIBESATHY, BEEFH 72,

D. 1 E&OHICHEII SN 4 BEDORDHSE

HEOBREFCTEM I ERRB LA, #0565
AL 72D MBI R P O/ L ChEML,
RBATEI@E SN (B2 ), L LEICHEIICER
LThH, H2LEMLANOICHZEDIL Lo
7B e o 7o



P F N R IVORBITEIEIZ B 5 M OFE

G.BATSAF v VBRBRADHICHT ORI
HEVXME O S ERTERE & + 3 2T R 2 RBE 12 B3\ 72
A, L 2B RIS AL LT, N4
EMATE  Laholz, LAL, Be0EE L LEG
b L, ZOBBAEICHENES L TEML,

H. U#48IC39 B MO ERITE

SNEE L TR R B A 85 en BT T
L7ce I, WHITHEZ2 g M TR 2siRss S n /s (4

4H),

$2 REPOHF 3 <v< RS VORISR L TER
L7z 4 {4k o i

E.FAAYFRy bERBEILTSAF v IBBEAD
IENDERMITE
A v b B4 RO R & L 72 B R ATE)
L7zs v b &iE L CHEOTRERRRE XA 12 ke 2 v
KRN D B FEBRGAMTH 205, MM OB X 120k
L, Bl GB3M),

FAR HF T RS VOO ER L7l

I WRAROFEAERBEYICHT IHORI
WDl A IS ACR LA S 7z D SERLATEY A
RO LNT-DIE n—~FH LTIV T —F )k s
L7 TH 572 (5K, HEdHE Rz RS
NARSIEETR b oo, AL EMITE % L
72

IR FFIIT PRI VoOMEEMAE VFRIZLT
&, Fv b EdsMoMEICERN L

F.EER—ILDOHWEFEICANBES O
DRI
4 RO IS CIHUEICHOE L, #0564 il %
VFERIZLTHE, EvFh—LobsiEIZL TS ,
120 ZOBHEBH B E Y - VOMEL D > TOHS \
I Lo t, MRS ORED S % AR /
BETHAHIRIEIZDH BIZH ho b s T, BRI W T
YV R—IVOMEIZERN L7, EEE YF IV NRY VOB & 435 s 47
it N VA DAY

43



44

K %

z B

FF =2 FR Y VOIS RDICESNT 55T
HEETH Y, ENRICKETHIBREINLOT,
ERCHEEEEITELZVBEICERL R CHICE
ML HEPRRTAHRESBVEEZONS, L2
L, SEOBEZERIX, IMICEML THHIET <
KCRTREZITANRTV R, 2O X2, o
BICEMT A AR5 2, BEHESERL, BEEE
WAL L, CORMBIRATFLEET AR IVEI
Lo TR LABEMRITEIEERONS, FIEL
FRRERBY AT L2 BT 555 VI, AR
HICRREZITANRLZWTEIFECRONS Z LG,
MEDSHER BIRT DR WAL L) FIENDH 5
LEZOLND,

H% D & B HERBIZ I BV T BOETSRET,
RIS RIIRE CH ), MEICER L T 5 BIME#E
DHEOTENCA Y AATHF 2 RIBET HERICHEG L7
FEETHILLEZOND, WiHDFRABRICRFELEE
ThHY, ANEHEEZAL TS LEEIND, 85
WHITHWERIT 2178 R L ), ZTh e OFBIOMEESD
R Lo THEBHAFLHRL TR LELLN D,

IhE COBETIHEI—BERET 3 Lo fEE
HIBEAERRT A ENTERVE W) BEANS
WZERG, HEOBSIIMIRTRED & ZIZRYE
1B BIRASENEE, = OITHERME CREE I RE
ENBLEEZONS — BB T 5 LEDOFEE
BYREINE D B O, FIREI D - - EREED
BEFEHEIUEZ S L) BOHNRETEEZ2 5
NBFIDTEZ ESICHEICT LD, BE
BEIRTEY, —BRRELHIISR AR L
WIEEDRKRERTH DL LEESND,

RFEDO—EDITEIEIE D S, METRTE B
ROGHEEHI-LTOREELEEZOND 11T
ERBML, XEITEIDT CICBR SN 51,
2) B OB I BB 2 LTS HEM 2B,
3 MEDERZIT ANATE & M5 T & 5 B,

v N TBB- B - F— VRERPERBENICA
N7 DEOEMATEIIHEL ) b7
OE v 2 B—RMEHORBRFRELTVWDEERD
N5,Z07 2 0E VIZFE~NOEMITEH» HHEBIT 5
LEOBRBCERICRIL 72Uy o TWB EFEZ
55, —ERXRBITEIARRE S nr-Hid 2 0IRED =

E %

L, RERBIZED IR LEL T 82 H
51457 20V IIHBRESFC, RERYWELE
PSR (-

&0

1.9F V<2 FEZLVOMY D BB OSIC
22009 — v HEBDH LNz,

10— IIHREHENEDE TA L o0%E
L, BADXRF DML BERmTHT & & S ICHTH
VB, HOBERLEET, Bl INLBIEBE
BT Ho H203% — VI3 HEES IO 125
h, XRFOELE»VEY, BEEELEPHH
#L, REFOHEOEROTICRELEZHLAA
TELIRHEL, REFOHEL ML SIFLEES D, %
LENHEI L BRREERIT 5,

2. MEFEMSNTLT CILIIRRET, LIdb <
RREZTIT ANV, T ORERMETFIC X Y EE5EE
DEMMELEHD, BEERRETEEICL TV 5,

3. XRFOMHE DIV, PEHEHLME T EVRR
WCEBZ LiE R h o,

4 . HEBOML D CHHEPFIIRTREICH L TOA
REEBREECT 5,

5. HIXFHFIWME M7 2 0EY) 10X D HEICER
TA,72HEViEn —~"FHUrBLFFVIZ—F
VICHR S h, BREOBEWHBHRE 2 WE L #E
SN,

51 FACiEk

OHBA N. 1983. Studies on the communication
system of Japanese fireflies. Sci. Rept. Yokosuka
City Mus. (30): 1-62.

KFiE% 1981, HBREA & VEEOTAE L A REFHR(11).
HEHE TR, 27): 8-11

KIFEFR 1986a. N T T A A /NE I VEROM* D ¢
LEF. BMITEHFRES AIRKESE | 25.

KIGE 1986h. T LDII2=sr—T 3, 241
N=Y. REERFRRE.

KIFEH 1989, A+ X F 7 A /NK Y VORIBITE. &
YERHFESHEREES 43,

REEF - BREBIFIE 1990. &% N OEEREEEHZ
B. BUEETEN®R (B4%), 38): 1-5.



	N45-39
	N45-40
	N45-41
	N45-42
	N45-43
	N45-44

