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Holocene sediments discovered at the Makuchi-Higashi Cave Site,

Miura City, Kanagawa Prefecture, and the formation of the sea cave

«  YANAI Hideaki* and KANIE Yasumitsu**

The Holocene sediments which buried the Makuchi-Higashi Cave Site are divided
into the Layers 1 to 8 in the ascending order. The “C age of the Layer 6 measures at
4010 yBP. The wave-cut bench of the Maguchi-Higashi Cave lies at 8 + m and ca. 6 m
above sea level (sl). The former is compared with 6000-5000 yBP and the latter with
5000-4000 yBP. The sea tunnel of Makuchi-Higashi Cave was formed during ca. 4000
yBP. The sediment of 4000 yBP lies at 7.3 m sl, therefore, the formation of the cave had
been formed after 4000 yBP, thereafter Late Jomon to Middle Yayoi people used the
same cave at 2000 yBP. Wave-cut benches of several sea cave sites in the southern part
of Miura Peninsula where situate at 8 m+, ca. 6 m and 4 m sl, are correlatable with
6000-5000 yBP, 5000-4000 yBP and 4000-2000 yBP, respectively. These caves were
used by the people due to not sea level changes but ground uplifts.
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