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Fossil fruits, seeds, and leaves excavated from the Denpukuji-ura Site,
Yokosuka City

OMORI Y.* and MOMOHARA A.**

Many fruits, seeds, and leaves from the Early to the Middle Jomon Period were excavated from
the Denpukuji-ura Site, Yokosuka City, Central Japan. Three taxons of gymnosperms and
twenty-eight of angiosperms were recognized. Most were ever-green broad-leaved trees such as
Quercus subgen. Cyclobalanopsis and warm temperate deciduous trees such as Aphananthe aspera or
Zanthoxylum ailanthoides, so ever-green broad-leaved forests existed even 5000 years ago on the coasts
of the Miura peninsula. On the other hand, Ostrya japonica and Phellodendron amurense, which are
currently not found in this peninsula but distributed in the inland areas, were found. The fruits of
Juglans ailanthifolia showed evidence of being cracked by men for food.
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