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Aspects of the life histories and the environment of 4 species of marine insects from the Tenjin-
jima Marine Biological Gardens (Yokosuka City Museum) are presented. Details of the external
morphologies of the insects were obtained by scanning electron microscopy. The beetles Bryothinusa
tsuutsuii (K.Sawada) inhabits an area of small pebbles, which is covered by seawater at high tide.
The water skipper Halovelia septentrionalis Esaki always receives the influence of seawater, but the
water skipper does not sink in the seawater. The beetles Neochthebius granulosus M. Satd inhabits
the reef’s facing side and sinks at high tide and Lalnus asahinai Nakane does not sink in seawater,
because it inhabits in the upper part of the reef. The environments these insects inhabit differ
from each other and their adaptations to survive seawater are as follow. 1) The openings of the
hair sockets on the surface of the bodies are small and most likely filled with oil or mucus
substance. 2) Their bodies are covered with dense long and short hairs. 3) The entire body surface
is covered with a specific water-repelling substance like oil or mucus.

* BEETER - ASUEYEE Yokosuka City Museum, Yokosuka, 238-0016.
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