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Collection and rearing of a South African heel-walker, Karoophasma
biedouwensis Klass et al. (Insecta: Mantophasmatodea)
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To develop a rearing technique of Mantophasmatodea aiming at their embryological
study, the biological and meteorological surveys were conducted in the Republic
of South Africa. Fifty-six adult females and eight adult males of Karoophasma
biedouwensis were collected. They could be reared not only in the ambient condition
of their habitat, but in the laboratory in Japan for three weeks. Their oviposition
predominantly occurred in the morning when it was the lowest in temperature and
the highest in humidity in a day. Reproducing the condition corresponding to that
in the habitat, the females laid their eggs in the laboratory, and 69 egg pods could
be obtained from 38 females. Under the condition in the laboratory, however, the
diapause or the egg dormancy has failed to be broken, and the eggs have not
developed beyond the blastoderm stage. [Permission Number, CapeNature: AAA-004-
00049-0035]
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