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Oviposition behavior of the loggerhead turtle Caretta caretta at
Akabane-Kaigan, Miura City, Kanagawa Prefecture
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We observed a loggerhead turtle, Caretta caretta (Esholtz) landed and dug a hole for oviposition at
the Akabane-Kaigan, Jogashima, Miura City, Kanagawa Prefecture on 13th July 1978. In 1978, we
observed 1 oviposition of 4 landings and 3 diggings. The loggerhead turtle oviposited at the gravel and
sand area thicked with the beach plant Wedelia prostrate near cliff off 20.9m from shoreline. The oviposi-
tion hole was rounded 0.3m in diameter and 0.5 to 0.8m in depth. Two eggs were hatched of 120 eggs
during 55 days. The temperature of the sand at 30 ¢cm in depth from surface was 27.0 C at 16:00 of the
clock. Percentage of hatch was 1.7%. The average weight of egg was 40g. The shell length of baby log-
gerhead turtle was 4.3 cm. The seashore water temperature was 21.0 to 22.0 C on hachout. We observed
a footmark and a digging on 8th August 1980, however, there were no eggs. It was the last landing for
oviposition of loggerhead turtle at Akabane-Kaigan.
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