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Bird compositions have been surveyed in the Tenjin-jima Marine Biological Garden from
April 2009 through March 2012. A total of 94 species, 31 families and 10 orders were recorded
in three years. Seasonal species changes and habitat utilizations were analyzed. In addition the
results were compared with those of previous bird surveys conducted from June 1999 through
March 2002. The compared results showed that 67 species were recorded in both previous and
present surveys. It was notable that a number of Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax capillatus)
began to be commonly seen in the area through the year. The first record of Great Cormorant
in the Tenjin-jima was about 2000, and it was almost the same period when the species
expanded their distributions all over Japan. It is assumed they have settled in this area since
then.
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